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OR QUITE SOME TIME I

At the NTA board meeting on October 6, 1973, Charlie
have wanted to research the
and Lola Haynes were both given life memberships in the
early days of the NTA, how
NTA by the president Onno Van Veen and the board.
it came about and the people
Charlie was awarded a plaque honoring him as founder
and ﬁrst president of the National Taxidermists
involved. This was not an
Association, founded April 8-9, 1972.
overnight thing because I toyed
with the idea and gathered
Reprinted from BREAKTHROUGH
material a long time before I
Issue 43, 1996
actually began to put my
information in order. Reading
through all the old letters,
documents, etc., has been a truly
rewarding experience. I have no
idea why I wanted to embark on
such a task, but I felt compelled to
do so. I’m truly glad I researched
the early years and now that my
term as NTA president is
beginning, I’m also glad I didn’t
put it off any longer.
Please bear with me while I tell
you a true story. I first heard of the
NTA in a very odd way. A
customer, Roy Rickard, came to
Scenes from the first
NTA Convention,
my shop with a brown trout to be
September 1972, at
mounted. (This was back in the
the Butler County
1970s when I lived in Tennessee.)
Fairgrounds in
Poplar Bluff,
He said, “I heard old so-and-so up
Arkansas
in such-and-such town say he was
a member of a taxidermy group or
organization called the NTA. Do
you know anything about an
NTA?”
Pearl
The Van Dykes: Bert, Linda, Margie
Henderson
To which I replied, “I never
heard of any such thing. He’s
probably just blowin’ smoke for a
sales pitch or a gimmick.” Very
truthfully, at that point in my life I
had never heard of the NTA,
Piedmont Community College or
Richard Christoforo and Charlie Haynes
the state taxidermy associations. It
Sam and Lura Touchstone, Bev Davis
is simply amazing what I have
heard and learned about all three
since that conversation! What an
experience!
maché, etc. After a period of time, other taxidermists began to take
Like many other things, the NTA came about due to a need—the
notice of their quality of work. They began asking advice and asked
need to learn more about taxidermy. I’m sure each person reading this
them to make forms for them. This led Charlie and Lola to start Nuarticle as well as those who began their taxidermy careers in the 1950s,
Tan Taxidermy Supply Company, and by 1965 they were supplying
1960s or 1970s, knows how closely other taxidermists guarded their
taxidermists throughout the United States. Taxidermists kept calling
secrets and how the majority of established taxidermists treated
and asking for help on how to do this and that and Charlie and Lola
newcomers to the field. The need to learn was nationwide.
kept helping. They always had an open door for those who wanted to
In the papers I have there is a sequence that led to the beginning of
learn, and they spent countless hours showing and helping others.
the NTA. In October of 1955 Charlie and Lola Haynes bought a
Years went by, and finally Charlie and Lola realized there was more
taxidermy shop and went into the taxidermy business. They attempted out there than they could give. They often neglected their own work,
to learn more, but found it very difficult to get information from other and they began to discuss how they could come up with a plan that
taxidermists. He and Lola learned most of their techniques through
would help others without taking up so much of their own work time.
trial and error, along with some blood, sweat, and tears. They learned
They pondered on this for many months and on December 1, 1969,
to make some of their own forms as well as tanning formulas, fish filler, in the middle of the night, Charlie sat up on the side of the bed and
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woke Lola. Charlie had
dreamed that they could call a
meeting of taxidermists to come
to their shop and they would
learn from each other.
The more Charlie and Lola
Charlie Haynes on the podium
discussed the dream, the more
at the ﬁrst NTA convention
they realized the need for a
better relationship between the
taxidermists of the United
States. The “dream” was a good
idea and it just might work!
They had no idea how to go
about the task of forming an
association for taxidermists, so
on December 11, 1969, Haynes
wrote a letter to Tim Kelly, then
the owner and editor of
American Taxidermist Magazine
in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Kelly answered Haynes’ letter
on January 2, 1970, with a
pledge of assistance and several
thought provoking comments
and questions detailing the
difficulties involved.
Haynes was undaunted. He
wrote Kelly back asking about
the possibility of a tri-state
taxidermist association. On
February 2, 1970, Tim
answered again, offering to run
any announcements, etc, in
American Taxidermist Magazine.
He also gave Haynes the name
of a group in Georgia that
Charlie Fleming had been
president of in 1969. That
group was called the Georgia
Professional Taxidermists
Association. He listed Fleming’s
address and on February 13,
1970, Haynes wrote Fleming a
letter, asking his advice and how
the Georgia association worked.
On April 1, 1970, Fleming
answered Haynes’ letter and
enclosed a copy of the proposed
constitution of the Georgia
association.
The Hayneses found two
areas in the proposed Georgia constitution that they saw fit to revise
for their use. They wanted an association that would encompass both
beginning and established taxidermists; the Georgia Association only
recognized professional taxidermists. They also felt that the dues of the
Georgia Professional Taxidermists Association were too high for most
beginners (initiation fee $25, annual dues $15).
On March 25, 1972, the Hayneses took action. It appeared there
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“Fifty taxidermists actually attended the pilot meeting of the NTA.”

was a need and interest, but they felt they were getting nowhere. On
that day they sent out seventy invitations to taxidermists, asking them
to attend a pilot meeting on April 8 and 9 at the Hayneses’ Nu-Tan
and Taxidermy facility in Poplar Bluff, Missouri. Of the seventy letters
that were mailed, fifty taxidermists actually attended the pilot meeting
of the NTA.
The Hayneses were actually worried as April 8 neared. What if the
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taxidermists stared daggers at each other? What if a real free-for-all
developed? But these thoughts were soon forgotten as people started
asking questions, and others started answering them, “I do it like…”
Everyone seemed to have a good time. As she had done so many times
before when other taxidermists were visiting, when lunch time came
Lola served sandwiches and drinks. The second day lunch was
furnished by Charlie and Lola Haynes, Lloyd and Pearl Henderson,
and Nort and Gladys Phillips.
By an odd quirk of circumstances, a farmer from a nearby town
came by with a two-headed calf that had been stillborn. He wanted
Charlie and Lola to mount it, but because they were so covered up
with work, Charlie suggested that the farmer could take bids from the
attending taxidermists. This would help both the farmer and another
taxidermist. Pearl Henderson got the job, so with a sharp knife, Pearl
skinned the calf right there in the workroom of Charlie’s and Lola’s
shop. No one at the meeting had seen a two-headed calf before, and
the experience actually turned out to be the NTA’s first demonstration.
At this pilot meeting, taxidermists began to learn from one another.
Before everyone left, a decision was made by a unanimous agreement
that an association of taxidermists would be formed and that it would
be called the National Taxidermists Association. (Note: neither Tim

With this secured, final plans were made and another invitational letter
was sent out, informing the people of the third and final convention
site. (I have a copy of that organizational letter which was sent to
Richard Christoforo in Revere, Massachusetts.) Charlie and Lola also
sent letters to many of the fish and game commissions outlining the
aims and objectives of the NTA and asked for their help.
In spite of the momentum that was beginning, very few actually
offered their help, and even less information was given on how to plan
and organize such an event. And yes, there was still much jealousy and
secrecy in some of the shops; they didn’t want any new competition.
Some said there were already too many “cut-throat taxidermists” and
“basements bandits” out there and it was also said that the well
established taxidermists didn’t need an association anyway. Some felt
that the NTA would fold.
At the meeting in Poplar Bluff, there were 16 display booths set up
at a fee of $15 for a single and $25 for a double. Twenty-three states
were represented and membership dues for the NTA were $7.50 per
year. Larry J. Atkinson of Kansas City, Missouri, was the first person to
become a member of the NTA and Nicco Van Rooyan of South Africa
was the first international member of the NTA.
On the evening of September 16, 1972, several members met in the
evening at a savings and loan company bank building to
discuss the nomination of officers and plans for an election
the next day. It was also decided at this meeting that a board
of directors should be selected from various states and that
nine board members would be elected for one year. The next
day on September 17th, Charlie Haynes was elected as the
first president. Onno Van Veen, Bob Davis, Paul Schwarz,
Norm Meyer, Charlie Fleming, L.J. Van Dyke, Ken Motyka,
Richard Christoforo, and Sam Touchstone were elected to the board.
Wanda Cooper was picked by Mr. Haynes, with permission from the
board, to serve as the secretary/treasurer.
All expenses of the convention were paid for by Charlie and Lola
Haynes and they were partially reimbursed as membership dues were
paid. There were 99 paid NTA members, some with families, who
attended the first NTA convention. It was decided that the next
convention would be held in August of 1973 at a place to be
announced later. President Haynes was asked by the board to pick a
site and chair the convention. The board also asked President Haynes
to have the NTA incorporated in the state of Missouri. No one had
any information on a starting point or a source of information on
incorporation an association such as the NTA, but Bob Davis
suggested to start inquiring at the newspaper office. With all this
before them, Charlie and Lola set out to do what no one else had
done.
In reading through many letters and other documentation from the
early years, I can see that the NTA was formed by a nucleus of
concerned taxidermists. It’s also very clear to see that the bulk of the
work and the first efforts were put forth by Charles and Lola Haynes of
Poplar Bluff, Missouri. The dedicated work these two people
performed has led many to acknowledge them as the founders of the
NTA, and I heartily agree.
I would like to acknowledge the help of Richard Christoforo of
Revere, Massachusetts, and Lola Haynes of Poplar Bluff, Missouri, for
supplying me with a box full of letters, notes, documentation, board
meeting minutes, etc., that allowed me to present this article to you.
Without their help I dare say I would still be searching. n

“There were 99 paid NTA members,
some with families, who attended
the first NTA convention.”
Kelly nor Charlie Fleming could attend the pilot meeting, but they did
become active later.)
Not only did the group decide upon the name of the organization,
but they also decided that the headquarters would be at Charlie and
Lola Haynes’ place in Poplar Bluff, Missouri, and that the dates for the
first official NTA meeting would be September 16, 17 and 18, 1972.
This meeting would be in conjunction with a taxidermy trade fair at
Imboden, Arkansas, at the county fairgrounds. It was also agreed that
all taxidermists, suppliers, magazine publishers, and conservation
agents be invited. With this Charlie Haynes’ dream of December 1,
1969, came true!
With the next scheduled meeting only five months away, Charlie
and Lola began in dogged determination to set the wheels in motion.
You must note that as of yet no membership dues had been taken and
no donations had been given to Charlie and Lola to help in their
efforts to organize the NTA, yet they continued and persevered.
As stated earlier, the meeting was scheduled for Imboden, Arkansas,
but upon learning the meeting was to be held through Sunday, the
citizenry said, “No way do we want a business meeting to be held here
on a Sunday.” So Lola contacted Mr. J.R. Baker, owner of the Call of
the Wild Wildlife Museum in Poplar Bluff. Letters were sent out
notifying people of the change in location. Within a short time so
many letters and calls of interest came in, it was decided the museum
would not be big enough for the expected turnout. With the
expectancy of a big crowd, the only place Charlie and Lola could turn
to was the Butler County Fairgrounds at Poplar Bluff, owned by the
Jaycees. It also had the advantage of being near the municipal airport
and would be convenient for those who would fly in to the meeting.
Page 82

BREAKTHROUGH Issue 115

